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WELCOME TO THE YAVAPAI

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB The Yavapai
Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL affiliated club.
The club participates in many activities in the
tri-city area including providing

' ==\ communications for local events, emergency
communlcanons volunteer exams, and promotion of the hobby
throughout the community. Membership in the YARC is open to any
interested amateur or non-armateur alike. The YARC
meets at 7:00 PM local time on the 3rd Thursday of
every month at the Granite Mountain Middle School,
1800 Williamson Valley Rd. in Prescott. It is about
1/2 mile north of iron Springs Rd and all amateurs
and non-amateurs as well are invited. Programs of
interest are included as part of the meeting. The
weekly NET is held every Wednesday at 7:00 PM lo-

invited fo participate and visitors are always weicome.
The Yavapai County ARES/RACES NET is heid on
Monday mghts approximately at 6:45PM local time on the 147.220+

Club Repeater

The local 146.880- MHz repeater is the official adopted repeater for
the YARC. It is located on the hill above Willow Creek Rd and
requires a PL of 100.0 Hz. If you hear a 1400 Hz pulsing tone, the
repeater is on backup battery power and usage should be limited to
necessary communications. Many thanks to Bill Kafka, W2YAV for
the upkeep and use of the repeater.

FCC DROPS AMATEUR
ENFORCEMENT LINE IN FAVOR OF E-
MAIL, US MAIL

The FCC says it now wants Amateur
Radio enforcement complaints via e-mail
or US mail and has discontinued its
Amateur Enforcement Line (202-418-
1184). The FCC this week requested that
amateur-related complaints be sent via e-mail to fccham@fcc.gov or
via the US Postal Service to Compliance & information Bureau,
ATTN Amateur Radio Complaints, 1270 Fairfield Rd, Gettysburg, PA
17325.

The FCC instituted the telephone service last fall when it beefed up
amateur enforcement under the direction of Riley Hollingsworth,
K4ZDH. However, the FCC never intended to maintain the telephone
service permanently.

The FCC said this week that complaints already filed on the
telephone service will be acted upon, and anyone who has left a
message will receive a retum call from Commission staff.

7 UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

i§> May 21-23 Six Club Contest-6 Meters

i) June 12-14 ARRL VHF QSO Party All bands 50MHz & up.
i) June 19-20 SMIRK (6m) QSO Party

i} June 25-26 Field Day

i} July 3, 1999 Frontier Days Parade

i) July 23-25, 1998 Fort Tuthilt Hamfest/AZ State Convention
Flagstaff, AZ

i) August 14 — VE Testing, Prescott

More detailed information on Contests and Special
Events can be found in most amateur publications
such as QST, Worldradio, and others.
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N APRILMEETING
YAVAPAI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB Prescott, AZ 15 April 1999
MINUTES

The Meeting was called to order at 7:05PM by President Lee
Cunningham-KC7CBK. No visitors were reported.

The reading of the March minutes were tabled until the May meeting.

Club treasurer Fred Schefflette-KC7TIN reported that the club has
$649.,07 in the general fund and $36.33 in the refreshment fund. Lee
Cunningham reported that $5.00 from each dues payment would be
put into the club's repeater fund.

OLD BUSINESS: All old business was tabled until the May meeting.

NEW BUSINESS: Neither members nor officers brought up any new
business.

COMMITTEE/STAFF REPORTS: Tony Masvidal - W7PCU reported
that he put a newsworthy note in the Prescott Courier announcing the
club’s World Wide Web page. The announcement was four lines in
length. Tony also announced that pictures of Prescott's Emergency
Operations Center were to be put onto the club’s web page. The
pictures were displayed up front for those members without access to
the web.

Programs officer, Bob Kane — K7KOL had nothing to report.

The Field Day committee announced that the club has the availabiity
of using the Antelope golf course for Field Day. Lee Cunningham
added that the golf course would be a last resort location.

The Training & Technology committee (Pen Brown-KJ7KL & Vemn
Gregory-N7VG) reminded the club their discussion on antenna
grounding will be most likely at the June meeting.

Our refreshment organizer, Dave Passel-K6BUWV, reported no
problems and stated “If you don't eat it tonight, you'll get it at the next
meeting.”

Lioyd Halgunseth-WAG6ZZJ, the county’'s ARES/RACES coordinator,
reported that the March of Dimes Walk-A-Thon was all set. He
reported there is still a need for radio operators at the Whiskey Row
Marathon coming up on May 1st, A sign-up sheet was posted up
‘ront.

The clubs Webmaster, Bob Smith-WB6ODR reported that he is still in
the leaming process. Bob stated that Silent-key Frank Bennett-
N7VOJ (former Webmaster) was a genius and he’s doing his best to
fill his shoes. Bob has updated some aspects of the page and wishes
to do more. The web page has been officially dedicated to Frank
Bennett.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: it was announced that AB7NK, in Cordes
Junction, knows a way to attach files to Juno email messages.

Secretary Kris Bearscove-KC7UNK read the Information Sheets on
the clubs two newest members — Paul Hicks-KD7EEN and Dave
Blythe-KD7DGR. Kris also announced that April's newsletters were
not present, so he will mail ALL members a copy when he acquires
them.

Due to a death in the family, our evening’s speaker, a Flight Nurse
with Native American Air Ambulance, was unable to attend, therefore
there was no program for the evening.

The meeting was adjourned for the evening at 7:48PM.
Paul Schumacher — N7TUZ won the 50/50 raffle of $12.50.

SPEAKERS WANTED! Want to make a

presentation to the club? Got a favorite subject or experience
you would liké to share? If you do, we'd like to hear from you!
Programs of interest are always needed for club meetings.
Share your knowledge or experience with the rest of the club
at our meetings. Contact Lee Cunningham, KC7CBK for more

information.

Packet, It's Alive
By Lee Cunningham-KC7CBK

Lynn, KC7PJO, sent me a copy of the commands that
are used while connected to a BBS. These commands will not be in
any particular order. For example A(bort) can be used at any time
while you're watching the list of bulletins flash by. The paging
commands N(ext) is used to skip to the next message if you have
requested a string of messages. To read a string type R(ead)
#(space) #(space)#......etc. Example: R 1234 5678 9123.....efc.

This will allow you fo read several messages or bulletins without
stopping. C{ontinue) is used to read the rest of the messages
without paging. B(ye) is used to sign off the BBS or another mode.
C(onference) can be used connect several stations together (multi-
connections). CW is used to show the callsigns of the stations in the
conference. H{elp) give you a summary of the commands. H+ the
command will give you a description of the command. You can also
use the question mark(?) The G(ateway) command give you access
to the Intemet Gateway, if the BBS provides a Gateway. is for
Information about the BBS. Location. Sponsor. Power. Antenna
gain. J commands list the callsigns heard by or connected fo the
BBS. JK shows the last 20 connected callsigns. Kill commands
delete messages sent by you or to you. KillMine, self explanatory.
Kill msg#, deletes a message by number. List, enumerates the new
messages since the last usage of this command. ListBulletins, self
explanatory. ListMine, enumerates messages fo you. Name, enters
or modifies your name. NameHome, enters or modifies your home
BBS. NameQth, enters or modifies your home (QTH). NameZip,
enters or modifies your home zip code. Options, displays the sefting
of various options. PS, gives the list of servers available in the BBS.
ReadMine, displays all the messages to you. ReadNew, displays all
the new messages to you. ReadUnread, displays all the unread
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messages to you. Send, conveys a message or a bulletin. '
SendPrivate, conveys a private message to a callsign. Talk,
summons the SYSOP. Upload, uploads a file from the user to the

~~— server of the BBS. What, lists the files which are within the user
directory. EXpert, toggles between expert and normal menus. YD
file name, downloads a file from the BBS to you.

If you have any questions or comments, please telephone me at
{520)771-2055, e-mail: kc7cbk@arrl.net, or packet: KC7CBK(-1).

THE NEWSLETTER

If you have anything to share, please feel free to submit it for
inclusion in the newsletter. We welcome your suggestions,
comments, stories, personal experiences, or other items related to
the hobby. Send e-mail to:  km6bf@primenet.com
Occasionally we will have articles from other clubs newsletters:

( )‘*o, FROM THE PAST-PRESIDENT
’ Where's the stub?

k]l While a member of an investigative team
for my employer-airline, | was sent with the
team to determine why certain airplanes in
2 a large fleet were missing their aft belly vhi

v~ stub antennas, the ones shaped like a
shark's fin and about 2 feet in length. Of a ninety aircraft fleet, only 25
to 30 of them were subject to the loss, and the loss was.only being
reported by flight and maintenance crews in Salt Lake City, a major
western United States hub city for the airline.

AESp

Three team members, including me were dispaiched to Salt Lake
City to observe operations there. We were sure that either postal
delivery or baggage handling carts and belt loaders in Salt Lake
were carelessly sfriking the fiber-glass antennas, severing them from
their belly mounts, leaving the metal antenna element and coax
exposed to the elements. We never found any fiberglass fragments
at the gate areas where the airplanes had been loaded though, and
that immediately challenged the theory of local damage. Besides, we
never saw any un-safe or damaging activity by loading crews.

Because these were standard airplanes in the fleet, we nuled out
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unique aerodynamic forces on the stub antennas or special weather
conditions. All of our aircraft were subject to 100 degree days in
Phoenix and then flying up to 30000 feet where the temperatures
were in the minus 30's, making that change in a half hour or less.
Thermo-dynamic forces were thus ruled out. Then we began to look
at the individual airplane's history: where had it come from before the
damage was reported?

Voila! All missing antenna aircraft reported in Salt Lake had just
come from John Wayne Airport in Santa Ana, Califoria! What was
50 special about John Wayne operations? We left Salt Lake and flew
down to John Wayne, spending a few days watching operations
there. We had our answer in two days.

The John Wayne airport, also called the Santa Ana or Orange
County airport is nestled among some very affluent neighborhoods;
affluent enough to influence local and state governments about noise
and pollution concems. To monitor noise levels along the active
runway, this airport had a series of microphones placed the length of
the runway which fed acoustic levels to a computer which gave
airport officials a sound print of each takeoff and landing. If certain
types of aircraft or certain airlines continually failed the required
noise abatement regulations, they would be barred from using the
airport.

To circumvent this surveillance, our pilots, who were recently
released from aircraft carrier flying with the US Navy, would use
carrier takeoff tactics: they would lock the brakes at the takeoff
position on the runway, apply full power to the engines, and then
unlock the brakes. Remember how we used to "pop the clutch” and
squeal our way through the gears, impressing ourselves? The
airplanes of course, don't peel rubber on takeoff, but they do literally
push the passenger back in his seat when the brakes are released.
This abundant roar of engine noise would confound the noise
computer because the pilot would rapidly accelerate, lift off the
runway, and be at 1000 feet altitude with engines at idle by the time
the airplane passed over the last microphone! The acoustic inputs to
the computer were fotally skewered by uneven sound levels along
the microphone string.

This was all well and good for beating the "noise-cops", but we
watched our ex carrier jet-jocks leave the runway at such steep climb
angles that they were dragging the aft belly of the airplane along the
runway, grinding our fiber-glass antennas down to a nub. Sometimes
the antenna mount would separate from the co-ax connector, and the
connector would whip and beat the aircraft skin to death as the coax
flopped around in the 400 mph breeze. That kind of damage required
two to three shifts of avionics and sheet metal mechanic repair time
plus replacement of the antenna at $1600 a pop. Now that we knew
the problem, what was the fix?

Back at the Los Angeles hangar, we took one of these subject aircraft
and jacked up its nose while supporting the tail end. We found that
we could "filt” the airplane to simulate a 7 degree lift off angle without
endangering the antenna or surrounding structure. From our
experimenting with various loads in the airplane and simulated
takeoff angles, we determined that the damaged aircraft were leaving
the runway at about a 9 degree angle. That's exhifirating, but it's like

popping the clutch and then finding parts of your u-joint in the street!
Notices to the pilots flying out of John Wayne eventually eliminated
the damage and down time.

So, we saved the stub; it was no longer a nub with an impossible
VSWRI!

73's Bob, K7KOL

g"

From the FAQ (Frequently

Asked Questions) files

HOW DO | GET THOSE ARRL AWARD CERTIFICATES?
(Continued from last month)

Awards chasing is one of the most exciting facets of
Amateur Radio operating. It's a major motivating
force of so many QSOs that occur on the bands day
after day. Indeed, it's a vital aspect that - if you
want it - makes each and every radio contact a key
element in your present or future Amateur Radio
success. So transform those QSOs into beautiful
certificates or plaques for your ham-shack walll

Aside from the fun of operating itself, awards
chasing is also a good way to get maximum performance from your
station, become familiar with propagation, and even leam about the
geography, history or culture of places near and far. The League
sponsors some of the more popular operating awards (if you are in
the US and Possessions, Canada and Puerto Rico, you mustbe a
full-fliedged League member fo participate), and the following is a
brief summary of what ARRL has to offer.

A-1 Operator The A-1 Operator Club promotes high standards of
amateur operating by selecting for membership only those amateurs
who have demonstrated superior operating skill.

Old Timers Club The coveted Old Timers Club certificate can be
yours if you have been licensed at least 20 years. Drop a note to HQ
with the date of your first license, and your call (both then and now),
along with a fee of $3.00. HQ will verify this information, and send
your OTC certificate promptly.

ARRL Friendship Award The purpose of this award is fo encourage
friendly contact between radio amateurs (hams) and thereby discover
new friends through personal communication with others. The ARRL
Friendship Award is available to any ARRL member who submits log
extracts that show two-way communications with 26 stations whose
callsigns end with each of the 26 letters of the alphabet. (For






